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1. WARSAW, JANUARY 8, 1974. IT IS ALMOST COMMONPLACE 
AMONG AMERICANS TO SAY THAT TEXANS THINK AND ACT BIG, 
BUT TODAY'S GALA OPENING AT THE WARSAW NATIONAL 
MUSEUM PROVED THAT POLES TOO CAN AND DO SHARE THAT 
FAMOUS TEXAS TRAIT. OVER 1200 PERSONS, ACCORDING TO 
MUSEUM DIRECTOR PROFESSOR STANISLAW LORENTZ, JAMMED 
THE CENTRAL HALL OF WARSAW'S PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL 
MUSEUM FOR THE OPENING CEREMONIES OF THE "WESTERN 
ART" EXHIBITION. 

2. THE CREAM OF WARSAW INTELLECTUAL LIFE, INCLUD- 
ING VICE MINISTER OF CULTURE ALEKSANDER SYCZEWSKI. 
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JOURNALISTS, WRITERS, CRITICS, AND DIPLOMATS, INTER- 
RUPTED TEXAS CONGRESSMAN JAMES C. WRIGHT JR. S DRAM 
MATIC OPENING SPEECH REPEATEDLY. CL ARLY, THERE WAS 
AN AIR OF EXCITEMENT ABOUT HIS ART OPENING WHICH 
DISTINGUEISHED IT FROM ANY OTHER HELD IN WARSAW IN 
REC*NT YEARS. 

3. CONGRESSMAN WRIGHT RECEIVED A NEAR OVATION WHEN 
HE SAID QUOTE IT IS FULLY APPROPRIATE IN MANY WAYS* 

THAT THIS EXHIBITION OF ORIGINAL 19TH AND 20TH 
CENTURY PAINTING, THE FIRST OF ITS KIND EVER SHOWN 

IN POLAND, SHOULD BE HELD HERE AT THE P*ESTIGIOUS 
NATIONAL MUSEUM IN THIS HISTORIC CITY. THE CITY OF 
WARSAW, AS ALL MEN KNOW, SYMBOLIZES THROUGH ITS 
VERY HISTORY THE INDOMITABLE SPIRIT OF MAN. TO ALL THE 
WORLD THIS CAPITAL CITY EPITOMIZED THE ENDURING 
STRENGTH OF MEN WHO WOULD RATHER DIE ON THEIR FEET 
THAN LIVE ON THEIR KNEES UNQUOTE. CONGRESSMAN 
WRIGHT CONTINUED QUOTE PERHAPS IT IS THE APPRECIATION 
OF THIS VERY SPIRIT, SYMOBLICALLY REPRESENTED BY THIS 
JUSTLY FAMOUS MUSEUM AND NATIONAL COLLECTION, THAT 
MOST OF ALL MAKES TODAY'S OPENING UNIQUELY SIGNIFI- 
CANT. FOR IN A VERY REAL WAY, THIS EXHIBIT IS THE 
CULTURAL REPRESENTATION OF A SIMILAR BUT SLIGHTLY 
DIFFERENT EXPRESSION OF THE SAME INDOMITABLE CHARAC- 
TER OF MAN WHO BRAVED THE RAW AND PRIMITIVE DANGERS 
OF A VAST UNKNOWN TERRITORY, WITH NOT MUCH MORE 
THAN BARE HANDS AND *N INVINCIBLE WILL TO CIVILIZ* 

A WILDERNESS UNQUOTE. 

4. THE DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN CONGRESSMAN BROUGHT 
ALL HIS IMPRESSIVE POWER AS A SPEAKER TO BEAR WHEN 
HE CONCLUDED HIS REMARKS SAYING QUOTE THE PRESENCE 
OF THIS EXHIBITION IN WARSAW TODAY ALSO DEMONSTRATES 
A GROWING MUTUAL AWARENESS ON THE PART OF THE 
PEOPLES OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES FOR THE RESPECTIVE 
NATIONAL CULTURE OF THE OTHER. THIS FACT ALONE GIVES 
RISE TO FEELINGS OF GREAT PRIDE AND SATISFACTION OF 
MYSELF AND MY COUNTRYMEN UNQUOTE. 
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5. THE WARMLY APPLAUDED REMARKS OF CONGRESSMAN WRIGHT 
WERE NOT THE ONLY MOMENTS OF EXCITEMENT AT THE 
OPENING. U.S. AMBASSADOR TO POLAND, RICHARD 

T. DAVIES, ALSO FOCUSED THE AUDIENCE’S ATTENTION ON 
THE ROLE PLAYED IN ORGANIZING THIS VERY IMPRESSIVE 
EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS AND ARTIFACTS BY THE AMON 
C. CARTER MUSEUM OF FORT WORTH, UNDER THE VERY ABLE 
DIRECTION OF MITCHELL C. WILDER AND HIS STAFF. THE 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR ALSO SINGLED OUT THE CONTRIBU- 
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TIONS OF THE 16 OTHER MUSEUMS AND PRIVATE COLLECTORS 
WHO HAVE LOANED ART WORKS AND ARTIFACTS TO MAKE 
THIS EXHIBIT TRULY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BEST IN 
WESTERN ART. 

6. NATIONAL MUSEUM DIRECTOR STANISLAW LORENTZ 
SAID QUOTE THIS EXHIBITION IS GOING TO BE OF VERY 
GREAT INTEREST TO THE PEOPLE OF POLAND, AND JUSTLY 
SO. THEY KNOW SOMETHING OF THE AMERICAN WEST AND 
THE QUALITY OF THIS EXHIBIT IS OUTSTANDING. I 
CANNOT REMEMBER A MORE SUCCESSFUL OPENING OF ANY 
EXHIBIT HERE. UNQUOTE.DAVIES 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 
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